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PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS
	

	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Promotion Guidelines Grades K-6
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	[image: image1.png]



	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	A.  General Statements
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	The Board recognizes that the growth of children will vary and that they should be placed in the educational setting most appropriate to their needs at the various stages of their growth.
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	When considering the promotion or retention of a child, his/her physical, emotional, social and intellectual development is to be taken into account.
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	In determining grade placement, a child shall be placed in the grade or group where his/her needs most likely will be met.  It must be realized that not all children grow at the same rate or achieve the same amount in any one year.  Consequently, whether a child has "covered the work" of the grade may not be, in every case, a major consideration in determining the child's promotion.  For example, one child in the first grade may not be able to read at all in the basic readers for that grade, while another child may read many supplementary readers in addition to the basic books.  Each child's promotion must be considered in relation to his/her capacity and ability.
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	Although retention may be advantageous at any grade level, it may be found to be more beneficial in kindergarten and the primary grades.
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	Promotion or retention shall refer to promotion or retention for a full year.
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	In all cases of retention, parents must be informed of such retention as soon as the retention is formally being considered; a conference with them should be sought.  Where appropriate, the advice and help of the Child Study Team and other school staff shall be utilized.
Parents/guardians will be notified whenever exceptions are contemplated in a pupil's normal progression from level to level. The final decision in all cases will rest with school authorities.
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	B.  Specific Statements
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	[image: image9.png]



	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Procedures for promotion and retention of students include:
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	In recommending retentions, and the chief school administrator in approving them, teachers shall set forth the reasons why they feel the student should repeat the specific grade.
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	Parents should be informed of the possibility of retention of a student at a grade level when retention is formally being considered.
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	The chief school administrator shall exercise particular care in approving more than one retention during a child's elementary school life, and may when desirable, provide for promotion on the basis of social and personal needs rather than academic achievement.
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	Retention of transfer students shall be at the discretion of the chief school administrator and classroom teacher, and on the basis of pupil progress indicators available.
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	C.  Special Education
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	The records of special education students who are exempted from promotion requirements shall be reviewed and signed by the superintendent or his designee.
	
	


Legal References

N.J.S.A. 18A:4-24 Determining efficiency of schools; report to state board

N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-2 Boards of education; establishment of standards

N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.9 Pupil promotion and remediation; policies and procedures

N.J.A.C. 6:8-4.10 State and Federally mandated programs and services

N.J.A.C. 6:8-7.1 Promotion, remediation and graduation procedures

Wheatley v. Board of Education of City of Burlington, 1974 S.L.D. 851

Manual for the Evaluation of Local School Districts (June 1993)

Possible Cross References

5113 Absences and excuses

5120 Assessment of individual needs

5123 Promotion, Retention and Acceleration

5124 Reporting to parents/guardians

6142 Subject fields

6142.2 English as a second language; bilingual/bicultural

6143 Curriculum guides

6145 Extracurricular activities

6146 Graduation requirements

6147 Standards of proficiency

6147.1 Evaluation of individual student performance

6171.1 Remedial instruction

6171.3 At-risk and Title 1
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