	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Fairy Tales
	


Fairy Tales often take place in an imaginary land and feature royalty, like kings, queens, princes, and princesses.  They may also have imaginary characters, similar to humans in some ways, such as brownies, gnomes, elves, nixies, goblins, trolls, dwarfs, pixies, kobolds, banshees, sylphs, sprites, and undines. The stories involve magic, such as spells or transformations (to change from one thing to another, such as a frog into a prince.) This magic is often performed by a non-mortal, such as a witch, who interferes with the day-to-day life of humans.  The setting for fairy tales is often in a castle or a small village or in the surrounding woods.  Fairy tales may have the number three represented, such as three wishes, or three princesses, or three tries.  Fairy tales are most like traditional folktales, with some of the special features listed above.  Just like traditional folktales, fairy tales often start with, “Once upon a time” or end with “And they lived happily ever after.”

History of Fairies

At one time, in some parts of the world, people believed in fairies.  Most folklore fairies were generally considered to be helpful toward humans. However, their feelings were thought to be easily hurt and if you did not speak well of them, they would play pranks or tricks on you. Bad fairies were thought to be responsible for such misfortunes as the bewitching of children, the substitution of ugly fairy babies, known as changelings, for human infants, and the sudden death of cattle. 

	


	Fables


The ones that often come to mind first are the fables by Aesop. These stories are short and in the end bring us to the simple truths that often we don't see in everyday life. One of these is the story of the fox and the grapes. Because the fox could not attain the grapes that were just beyond his reach, he supposed that they must be sour grapes. He did not know this for sure as he was upset that he could not attain them, so they were "sour grapes" to him.

Fables are concerned with teaching us valuable truths in simple stories. The characters don't change. They just learn a valuable lesson that does not change their standpoint. In fact, most of the characters of fables are inanimate objects or animals that are represented with human interests and passions, such as the modern The Little Engine That Could.  Fables were often used with children to teach them a lesson, or a moral, by telling them a story.

EXAMPLE: THE GOOSE THAT LAID GOLD EGGS

One day a farmer bought a goose and took it home.

The next day the goose laid an egg of solid gold.

"That is a wonderful goose," said the farmer, and he took the egg

to a jeweler to find out its value.

"It is pure gold," said the jeweler, and he paid the farmer a big

price for it.

Each day the goose laid a gold egg. The farmer had a dozen.

"I shall soon be a rich man," he said, "but I do wish the goose

would lay more than one egg a day."

After the goose had laid many eggs, the farmer said, "That goose

has many more gold eggs for me. I will not wait for one a day. I

will kill the goose, open it, and get all the eggs at once."

So he killed the goose and opened it, but what do you think? There was not one egg to be found!

Legends
Legends may deal with real people like Henry VIII (a famous English king), or Robin Hood. The stories written about them could have been real because the tale deals with a real historical person. A legend features humans (not magical creatures) and the setting (where the story takes place) is also realistic for the time period. These stories have been passed down from generation to generation and certain parts often get exaggerated over time.  Perhaps they were told around the campfire, like the tall tales of Mike Fink or Pecos Bill, who might have been real people but time has erased the line where the true history and legend separate. These stories leave questions and wonder in the listeners' minds as they ponder, "Did Mike Fink really wrestle a grizzly bear?" or "Had he beat up all the other river boat men on the Mississippi?" What makes legends different fact that sets them apart from pure myth or popular tales.

Tall Tales are a specific type of legend.  They are from America and feature strong and brave American pioneer personalities, like Paul Bunnun and his famous blue ox named Babe.

Myths

Myths deal with ancient (very old) stories, such as the adventures of the Greek gods and their great feats of bravery.  The Romans conquered Greece and when they did, they adopted the Greek gods.  They just changed theirs names, such as Zeus to Jupiter, Hera to Juno, Poseidon to Neptune, and so on.  Myths gave human emotions and qualities to the super- natural beings (non humans who had special powers) who were the heroes and heroines of their stories. Hera, the wife of the leader Greek God, Zeus, was known for her jealousy.  Zeus was always trying to get things past his wife. Poseidon ruled the weather by his whims. These gods and goddesses helped or harmed mankind as they pleased. One charming Myth is that of Galatea, the statue a man carved to fit his description of womanly beauty.  Feeling sorry for the man, the gods brought the statue to life.  Love is often featured in these myths, with Eros (Greek name) or Cupid (Roman name), the son of Aphrodite (Greek name) or Venus (Roman name), shooting people with his special arrows that cause people to fall in love with the next person they see.  (You may see him on Valentine cards, with his bow and arrow.)  The gods in the ancient Greek stories are often very emotional- they get angry or jealous and use their special powers to seek revenge, either on each other or on the people they rule over. 

Other cultures have their own myths with heroes and heroines who are brave souls who show their courage. These myths often explain the human condition (why we love and get jealous are curious) and the reasons for events that happen in nature, such as what makes thunder or lightening or why we have different seasons.

Traditional Folktales

Folktales are the BIG category, which includes myths, legends, fairy tales, and fables.  However, some stories of long ago do not fall into any of these categories.  These stories are traditional folktales. These tales are often very well know childhood stories, such as Little Red Riding Hood and the Story of the Three Little Pigs

Folktales deal with adventures can be both realistic (such as a wolf eating a pig) and non realistic (such as a talking pig). They may involve humans or animals or a combination of both.   They are simple tales that have truly evil people or animals, and truly good people or animals, and the good always wins out in the end in these stories, giving way to the child's version of fairness. Just like fairy tales these stories usually start out like: "Once upon a time in a far away land there lived a....," or "Once upon a time there was...." 

All cultures have folktales and while the characters have changed slightly in some of the stories, or the plot might have changed in some fashion, the main idea is still there.  An excellent example of the same story in different versions can be seen in the story of Lon Po Po from China, the story of Little Red Riding Hood from France, and the story of Little Red Cap from Germany, all of which share the same themes. A little girl who wears red goes through the forest on the way to her grandmother's house and is met by a wolf. The wolf gets into the house and somehow the people trick the wolf so that he does not get to eat or finish digesting the people he wants for a meal. Folktales proved to be excellent vehicles for teaching children the values and lessons in behavior that the storyteller (such as a child’s parent) thought appropriate.  Little Red Riding Hood was supposed to teach children to be afraid of strangers, especially when they look, talk, and act very strange!

In order to tell if a story is a traditional folktale, try to see if it fits into one of the other categories: myth, legend, fable, or fairy tale.  If it does not, then put it into this category.

Folktale Categories

Name: ___________________________________

Date: __________

Directions
Read the definition of your category together with your group. You may not understand some of the words.  Discuss unfamiliar words with the group and use a dictionary if you get stuck.  After you understand the definition, read the definition again and as a group underline or highlight the items that you think are the most important characteristics of your category.

You should have at least four characteristics, but you may have more.  List these below. Use the back if you have more than four.
Characteristics of a ________________________________________
(write your category here, such as myth, legend, fable, fairy tale or traditional folktale)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	


Lesson #1:

1. Copy each folktale category off on a different color page- use paper downstairs.  Make one copy for each student, with a couple extras.  (Each child will only use of these copies for the first lesson, but they will get a complete packet after they are done with lesson #1.)


2. It is helpful to have your current groups be fairly homogenous, then you can do a true jigsaw.  To do this, give each person at each group a different color category page.  It is OK if some larger groups have two people with the same color (if needed) or if a smaller group does not have enough- leave out traditional folktale if this is the case.


3. Ask student to get into different “color or category groups.”  Go over the directions together as a class.  You may have one more advanced student at the group read the definition to their group.  Stress to the groups that they need to understand the definition- let them try to use context clues or the dictionary before you help them.

4. Make sure the students do part two, underlining or highlighting sections of the text that are the most important.  This is excellent practice.

5. Students complete worksheet.

Lesson #2 (can be done with #1, if time)

1. After you have reviewed the students worksheets (try to make sure they hit the important characteristics- they can use the back if they find more than four) have the students write these neatly on a large piece of construction paper and felt pens.  When they are done, the group comes up to the front to present to the class.  OR, as the groups present, you write down the characteristics.  The large chart paper (borrow from Katie) is great for this, as you can post these definitions up where everyone can see them.

Next lesson:  after you model a story from each category (read aloud and fill out worksheet- not yet completed with the class together) have the students fill out individual sheets.  You can set criteria, such as how many books/worksheets or how many for each category, that they should complete.

Important!  Check through the stories to make sure you have ample books for each category.  Order books from the bookmobile- see form in office that can be faxed to library if you need some from a specific category.

